Becoming Great
Parasha Shemot
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1 \\ oses was shepherding the sheep of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; he
guided the sheep far into the wilderness, and he arrived at the Mountain of God, towarq
Horeb. 2 An angel of HAsHEM appeared to him in a blaze of fire from amid the bush. He saw ang
behold! the bush was burning in the fire but the bush was not consurned. 2 Moses thought, 1
will turn aside-now and look at this great sight — why will the bush not be burned?”
4 * HasHEM saw that he turned aside to see; and God called out to him from amid the bush
_and said, “Moses, Moses,"” and he replied, “Here [ am!” > He said, “Do not come closer to
here, remouve your shoes from your feet, for the place upon which you stand is holy ground.”
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* Pharaoh’s daughter® went o bathe in the Nile, while her maids walked e It is peculiar that he was not called Mashuy (passive) but Moshe
along the Nile's edge. She saw the box in the yushes, and seot her slave-gid® (active), as if Moses himself had done the . pulling. Also, if the name
1o letch it. # Opening lthe box) she saw the boy. The infant began to cry, and reflected Something that had already happencd to him, it is hard to
“she had pity on it. "It is one of the Hebrew boys,” she said. comprehend why of Moses’ 7 names, it is this name by which hé is

' [The infant’s] sister said 1o Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a known Tfirst and foremost.  ~ 77 e

Hebrew woman to nurse the child for you?"
e g""\"‘GJ."jcpiicd Pharaoh’s daughter. The young girl wemt and got the
child’s own J'.tl(]lh[,'r. .
* “Take this child and nurse it,” said Pharaoh’s daughter to lthe mother).
“I will pay you a lee.”” The woman took the child and nursed it.
" When the child matured,* lhis mother] brought him 1o Pharach's

“I_bore_(mashe)* him from the water,” she said. !
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ephod of linen belted about him. "His mother would make him a :
short robe, which she would bring to him once a year, when she went

up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.

et e o h§ LN
b ™ Y ol | "

LTIPTUASY 13 ,73P3 12,572 33 2rymn LK3RD LK 1Y
N1 1770 1 53 1Y Y71 1Pia sk 1Yy anoyw Sryn ImIR miea
“anva Ny NPRYT 21020 72T MTA AT 171Y3 11°¥n1 L, 13An T893 RY anina
™ 7373 07PN 077A3 0AY 317an 20 ,70Y 0737y YRW? 170 DEw ROR L TTY9ym
: LT D3Y RYIIN DRIV TN mY
& 7

TN Y% AI33A 1IN AR aab Y1 anaar 35 mr,armiram avmynt ‘,-'3 m\#a
MPH?_ DY RID_JANT_27Ima 1IN YR 30031 TN AT YO 1% aneyw 1iopn Yryma
730 _NanRY YRTWT_NION 13 1011 THIDY 13 qUYMIP_ 11731 I001_NIaN y9iw
KaaY e minrey %3 33on rm Liny ' 51:(‘51,\»:m oy INTY L YR TN Y
2UVY L3 anThy YRIPY haar oo 53“1_‘,1?73 T2 DMK P21 L, '7 AT AN oad
02707 opn Yrymn I YRIN 793 NS 10 YY LN370W 125y Awnw noT 1T an
A2 KDY 0y 9rma 736 DI 19 oYl AT orem

NQS\-(.L NN RY L DIUYY N3 AY0NIY N300 ,13 33I00OW 3732 TR 7I0KA oYy
'TINT Ladvn Y 3133 maab arhy 'Y ANTII KON LNTYA Y13b0 Ymn nonn oypn
71373331 ALY pOYY N3 00w 1ty 1 LDTUINY URIA DD A3 Y1au 'ipty n:\;n )
1Yper? 37708a DY 3021 L, 70 YPUT TAID WA1 MITTON TINN A 0YNuy aMn
913 D¥YY MINTY DI AT YD L0090 BATITIN Adend Awr T WPN N3Tha

3

" “*Make yourself an ark® of cypress® wood. Divide the ark into compart-
ments. Caulk the inside and outside with pitch.? ** This is how vou shall con-
struct it: The ark’s length shall be 300 cubits, its width 50 Cubits,‘and its height
30 cubits.” '* Make a skylight* for the.ark. Make it slanted, so that it is onc
cubit {wide] on top.” Place the ark’s door on its side. Make a first, second and 20230 MY MM AR §7Y Meam a1 m v
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The child grew up ... Ithappened in those days that
Moses grew up and went out to his brethren and
observed their burdens; and he saw an Egyptian man
striking a Hebrew man, of his brethren (Shemos
2:10-11).
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The Torah proceeds to specify the sign of Moshe’s spiritual

maturity: the fact that he went out to his brothers and saw _their
labors. Rashi comments on this phrase that Moshe contemplated th=ir

plight and “applied his eyes and heart to suffer witﬁ them
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The mark of a gadol, a person who possesses greatness and
maturity, is defined by the Torah in terms of his ability to be
concerned with others. The Ribbono Shel Olam is called HaGadol, the
Great, and Chazal explain this appellation to refer to Hashem's trait
of goodness and kindness. Therein lies His gadlus. The concern that
envelops and permeates all existence is the mark of His unlimited
greatness. Hence He is HaGadol.

We are exhorted to walk in Hashem’s ways and emulate His
attributes: “ As He is called merciful, so, too, should you be merciful”
Thus, if Hashem is called HaGadol, we too must strive to emulate
this gadlus. Just as He is concerned with all Creation, so must we
strive to emulate that all-encompassing concern.

Rabbi Shimon Shkop, zt"l, in his preface to Shaarei Yoshor,
addresses the following paradox. On the one hand, man was created
with a natural concern for himself and his own personal ,n_eefcﬁqve
thy neighbor as thyself” is predicated on self-love and self-concern.
And yet, man is exhorted to be concerned with others. Reb Shimon
explains that the key to resolving these seemingly conflicting
concerns lies in_the definition of self.

a1

Mishnah clearly states in Pirkei Avos (1:14), “If I am not for myself,

who will be for me?” However, the definition of this selfhood can be

expanded beyond the parameters of one’s physical person. .
Many people feel that their spouses are part and parcel of

Everyone possesses their “‘ani” — the essence of their being. As the

themselves — “His wife is like his own body,” say Chazal. Hence
one’s concern for a spouse is included in the natural concern for self.
Others extend their self to include their families, still others their
neighbars. The more one perfects himself, the more his.concept of self
encompasses. The truly great person feels all Klal Yisrael, indeed the
entire world, as part of his self,

“* And so, the Mishnah in Avos continues, "IN MYy uKwo —
when my ani is limited to my individual self aIOn,!L_Wha,t,!:_Ei_tHE. Qa_lp__e
of this ani?”

A A baby enters this world with a clenched fist. After 120 years, part
of the preparation for burial includes the opening of the deceaseds
hands. A person comes into this world concerned only with his own
needs and desires. His fist is clenched tight. He is closed unte himself.
As he matures, he slowly opens that fist to reach out o extend his self
to others, to embrace an entire world in his concern. He must exit this
wp%lé__w_ith,ag.gpga hand. '

This outreach of the self is not mere sympathy, but rather a deep

empathy and total identification. Hence, it requires applying one’s

eyes and heart. It necessitates observing, assessing and understanding

——

the circumstances and needs of others. a
But that is not sufficient, for once one has assessed his neigh-

bor's situation with his eyes, he must open his heart fo what he
sees — to actually experience emotionally the hurt and pain, the
. fears and apprehensions, the joys and satisfaction of one’s extended

self.
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Appreciating this gadlus should inspire us to strive to extend our mawhng 1Y WK NN 0D 201 ®ANl. 23 AR71 XIMAT 07370

concern to include all of our fellow Jews. When we achieve this goal,
Hashem will reciprocate as He did in Egypt. When Moshe applied his
eyes and ears to his fellow Jews, Hashem responded in kind. As the
Torah tells us, “And God heard their moaning, and God remembered
His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God saw the Children

of ,Insrael-;_-;nd:_(;o_d:kﬂg_\&’; (Shemos 2:24-25). And Rashi comments,
“Hashem put His heart to suffer with them and did not turn His eyes
from them.”
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However, as_explained, the location of the
princess vis a vis the baby would not have enabled her to reach him
without a heavenly assist. We may therefore, view the BABY as having
DRAWN the daughter of Pharaoh to himself, rather than vice versa.
Moses then had been ACTIVE in the encounter. In naming the boy,

Pharaoh’s daughter acknowledged that_something supernatural had

attracted her.
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How many times have you driven to work and once you

irived realized that you had almost no recollection of the trip?
‘Highway hypnosis” happens to all of us and not ]u.st in the car.
[he mmd it seems, has a mind of its own. _Without even
hinking_about it our thoughts and musings often put us
;omewhere other than where we_are. We. may appear to be .
N'dﬁéiﬁg, cooking, watering the lawn, driving on the h.lghway
>r listening to a child tell us about her da}.r, but in our mmc.:l?;. we
are elsewhere. We_may be somewhere in the past—reliving,
rethinking or reviewing some bygone event—or we may be
ing_about, planning for or looking forward to the

speculatin : ; : o the
future. The result is that we literally don't see, don’t experience,

what is right in front of us.

2% However, Judaism considers ?he
e one of the keys to__f.ull_y_gxpgrigncmg
covering the spiritual within the

ability to see things to b :
the depth of life and to dis
mundane. ©

With regard to this very famous story of the burning bush
our sages tell us the following: “From here we learn that there
is no place that is devoid of God’s presence.” This in itself is a
powerful concept, that spirituality—God’s presence—is
discernible in all things and all places. That to touch the
infinite, the awesome and the transcendent we need not trek to

the top of a mountain or the shores of the qcean. Even a thorn

bush, the very thing that we gass by every day, that we even try
to avoid contact with, is a repository of God’s presence. But

there is more: “And Moses said to himself, ‘I will turn aside and
I will see this incredible sight ... “And God saw that he had
turned aside in order to see, and God called out to him from the
midst of the bush.” s



z_f ! .

Moses made a conscious decision to “turn aside” in order
to be able to see the burning bush. The question is, where was
Moses’ mind before he turned aside to see? Was he thinking
about his sheep, was he thinking about his father-in-law, was he
‘thinking about the life he had left behind in Egypt or what the
future had in store for him? Wherever Moses’ mind was, it
required a conscious and directed effort for him to turn his
mind from those things and focus on the spectacle in front of
him: And clearly, had he not turned aside, he never would have
seen the bush. After all, it was the turning aside that caught
God'’s attention (”Andmaga saw that he had turned aside”) and
led to God calling out to Moses from the midst of the bush.

Y
What we learn then from this story is this: In reality there is
nothing mundane in life. That which appears _to be quite
ordinary, to be lacking depth and meaning, only seems so
because we have not yet seen what is truly there. We have not

made the conscious decision to turn our attention from the

endless stream of thoughts that carry us away from thg,p,,resent-

in order to perceive the extraordinary that is there in front of us.

The story of the burning bush tells us that not only is God’s
presence in all things, but also that the key to experiencing that
‘Rresence—to enabling it to call out to us—lies in our ability to
focus our minds attention.
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In Jewish life we are agked to say lots of brachot, blessings.
For example, we say very specific blessings before we eat. One
for fruit, one for vegetables, one for cookies, another for
beverages and so on. There is also a blessing to be said after
going to the bathroom, before smelling a rose bush, after one
hears a loud clap of thunder, when one sees an unusﬁéliy
beautiful person, when one meets an _éxcepﬁona]ly wise person

.anc.l.at a ma.rriag.e ceremony, to name just a few. Verbally
reciting blessings is a prominent feature in Jewish life and is

meant to make an indelible impact on

Ur consciousness.

In Hebrew the word for blessing,
brachah, is closely related to the word
‘breichah, which means a natural spring
of water. A free-flowing spring of fresh,
life-giving waters is the Jewish image of
a blessing. In many ways it is also the
Jewish image of life.

The purpose of blessings is to call
our_attention to spiritually dramatic
moments and experiences that often get

overlooked. When one sees a flash of

to be recited is; Blessed are You God, Sovereign of the universe, Who
constantly renews creation. Blessings are tools designed to enable

us to truly see the wonders that are all around us.

At the same time, however, we don’t have blessings for
most of what we do in life. There is no blessing before you work
_ in your garden, buy a card for an ailing friend, make lunch for
your kids or put your glasses on (although there is one for
putting your shoes on).

The blessings that we do say are there to sensitize us to the
fact that much of what we do is a blessing. In being directed to

say some blessings, we are being guided to notice all blessings.
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